The façade of Herod's temple is well known to scholars and general viewers alike. It is a large square temple with a flat roof typical of Near Eastern temples, a white building trimmed copiously with gold. This image appears on tourist paraphernalia, and postcards, on key chains and tee-shirts, in bible commentaries and in religious sites. A large model of this temple appears at The Holy Land Experience in Orlando, and in less expansive sites across North America. In fact, the model that has become so popular and even canonical was created only in 1966, the brainchild of Israeli archaeologist and historian, Michael AviYonah. Set in the Holy Land Hotel in western Jerusalem, this temple was part of a vast model of Jerusalem during the years leading up to the destruction of the city by the Roman armies of Vespasian and Titus in 70 CE.1 Avi-Yonah was working within a tradition of temple models that reaches back centuries, but which had gained momentum with the rise of Zionism and the series of models created for fairs-both regional and world fairs.2 Avi-Yonah's, however, was 1 M. Avi-Yonah, Pictorial Guide to the Model of Ancient Jerusalem at the
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Herod's Temple: Between Rome and Jerusalem
Josephus's Jewish War, completed around 75 CE and Antiquities, completed around 90 CE, provide long and discursive descriptions of the temple, including the shrine itself. Neither individually nor taken together do these passages
